
Improperly tensioned belts cause slippage, squealing, heat build-up and 
premature failure. Dayco engineers recommend careful belt tensioning. 
After a new belt has been installed, run engine for 3 to 5 minutes to seat 
belt. After seating belt, reset tension to amount recommended in the 
RETENSION AMOUNT column of the Belt Tension Table shown below.  

Example: Tension to 35 pounds per rib and run in for 3 to 5 minutes. The end tension should 
equal 30 pounds per rib. For a 4 rib belt the end total should equal 120 lbs.  
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